Dear Friends,
As we ponder this season of Advent, or “that
which is to come”, it is our hope that each one of us
enters in with a sense of wonder, of hushed, quiet
anticipation, with a deep heart focus. It is the ideal
time to run a “self-check” on our goals, aspirations,
expectations and beliefs; and perhaps to measure up
the occurrences of the past year to note what has gone
well, and to assess which matters need more attention
in the days to come.
Here at the Fr. Bernard Youth Center, it is
no different. As we approach Advent, we too are
assessing the ins and outs of the past year, celebrating
what has been accomplished, and making
determinations about the many projects ahead. We
are prayerfully considering everything from the
founding precepts of spiritual guidance and service to
youth, young adults, their families and mentors, to
assessing practical issues such as how to repair our
much-used parking lot and central bathrooms; not to
mention determining how to best steward dormitory
and retreat spaces for the growth in numbers that we
have been experiencing and expect to continue. As we
contemplate this mission of service and support
amidst dwindling assets and other complex questions
throughout this season, we recognize that like those
days of old over 2,000 years ago and beyond, the work

of God is exactly that, the work of God. It is much
bigger than ourselves, and as part of those who seek to
follow Him we must prayerfully discern His path
forward. Each day we try to say as Mary our role model,
who believed that nothing is impossible with God, “I am
(we are) the Lord’s servant, may it happen to me (to us)
according to your word”.
We embrace the generosity of heart that has
brought FBYC into the community of vital ministries in
Mt. Angel, and note evidences of unconditional love,
humility, and in many cases, sacrifice. It reflects the
very core of our Christian faith, being conceived and
formed in creative love brought to birth in joyful love
raised up in sacrificial love and is redeemed and
glorified in triumphant love. While qualities of
unconditional love are not necessarily what most of us
see operating in our world on a daily basis it is the
ultimate we are seeking to receive from God; to then
share with our world and it resonates with our mission
at FBYC to provide abundant opportunity to meet Jesus,
whether it be a first introduction, or a growing of
knowledge, faith and experience of His unconditional
love. Jesus, the author and teacher of our faith;
Incarnate, truly God and man; is the uniquely made-toorder Redeemer for all of humankind, and the reason for
our hope of eternity in communion with God.
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Coordinate service projects with local
organizations
Volunteer opportunities for youth and adults
Promote collaboration between community and
church organizations
Active in Mt. Angel Chamber of Commerce



Weekend Retreats
Weekday and Evening Ministry
Sacrament of Confession
24 Hour availability of Eucharistic Adoration
Celebration of Mass with retreatants, staff, and
benefactors
Vocation Retreats






School Day, Weekend, and Summer Retreats
Ministries for Adults and Families
Support for Youth Ministers and Volunteers
Assist in Sacramental Preparation






Meeting space for local groups
Conference and seminar space
Full service kitchen
Individual rooms available to rent on weekdays










This year, Fr. Bernard Youth
Center is working with St. Mary’s
Parish in Mt. Angel to offer a night
of Adoration for the entire family!
This event happens monthly with
St. Mary’s Faith Formation
Program and the FBYC staff, as
well as support from local clergy
and volunteers. The night includes
dinner, catechesis for both parents
and children, Eucharist Adoration, music, and Confession. Our first night
in October saw over 150 parents, children, and volunteers attend. Please
keep this new ministry in your prayers!






Welcoming parish, diocesan, and school groups
Junior High Camp
High School Liturgy Camp
Confirmation Retreats for the past 3 years






Monthly Women’s Ministry
Marriage Preparation Program (2 this year)
Catholic 101 Series
Family Faith Night






Monthly young adult ministry
Welcoming college groups
Vocational Discernment
Leadership Opportunities



CORE Team Volunteer Training on Leading
Prayer and Small Groups, Teen Culture and
Media, Teen Depression, and Family Situations



Free day of reflection for youth minsters and
Directors of Religious Education
Co-Sponsored by the Archdiocese of Portland



Please consider our ministry vision in your future giving plans!
Donate financially:
Monthly
Quarterly
Annually
Year End Gifts
General
Designated
Endowment
Beneficiary / Legacy

Gifts of Stocks and Bonds
Donation of Goods & Services
RMD’s in November / December
Participate in our Auction
Vehicle Donation
Grants
Volunteer your time
Become a regular Prayer Patron

You may also donate items from our wishlist, such as
a Baby Grand Piano for the Chapel or a Small Black Couch

From the Board of Directors:

Memorial Mass

As we anticipate the arrival of the Christ child, I
hope we can all take some time to say a prayer of
thanksgiving for our blessings. In this season of
transition we feel God calling us to remember and
be grateful for all the blessings we have
experienced in our lives and at the youth center.
Remembering opens our hearts to gratitude, and
gratitude builds faith. I personally, am thankful
to be involved with the Father Bernard Youth
Center. It is such an amazing place which touches
so many hearts, mine included. I am also very
grateful for all of you who support the Center with
your donations and prayers. Both are so important
and make it possible to keep the
doors open and allow the Holy Spirit
to change lives. On behalf of the
Board of Directors I wish you all a
blessed Advent and Christmas
season.

This year we began what we anticipate will be an annual
event of remembrance. On Monday November 6th,
Staff, Friends and Benefactors of FBYC gathered in the
Chapel at the youth center for a special Mass of
remembrance presided over by Fr Andrew Schwenke
OSB. During the Mass names of those friends and
families connected with FBYC over the years and who
are now in heavenly glory were remembered by the
simple act of lighting a candle for each as their name was
read aloud.
The Mass was especially highlighted by
the presence of several of our board
members and one of the founders of
FBYC, Tony Morris, who after the
Mass shared with our guests the
significance of the design elements
of the Chapel. Following this the
gift of remembrance continued as
we enjoyed a wonderful simple
lunch together.
As this event was most successful we
plan to do this every year in the early
part of November.

Deborah Unger
Board of Directors | Vice President

Pray with us in this season…

Since July of 2017, FBYC has:
 Received 70 groups through our doors
 Welcomed 2935 guests
 Provided opportunity for Adoration for
hundreds of retreatants
 Served individuals and groups from
Oregon, Washington, California, Idaho,
Texas, and Canada.
 45 Celebrations of Mass
 40 Reconciliation services

As we journey through this season of change and
growth, please pray with us. Michelle and I sense that
with the birth of all heavenly works, much must first
be battled in prayer before we see the fruit of grace in
the earthly reality. In this time of sowing and tilling
we are seeking prayer warriors who will storm the
heavens with us in this season of preparation. We are
seeking people, committed to stand with us by
spending time in our chapel on a regular basis praying
and interceding before the throne of grace for this
mission. Could that person be you? Let
us know if you your like join our team of
intercessors for this work of God.

Executive Co-Director: Operations and Facilities

Loving Father,
We ask Your blessing today upon the youth of our nation. May they rise up as the future of Your
Church. May they find joy in all things and comfort in any trial. Grant them strength to hold fast
to the Faith. May they always be surrounded by love and protected by Your holy angels. Christ
Jesus, may Your name ever be blessed through the lives of your young people. Amen.
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This is the greatest gift of all, God giving Himself to us in a way
He could bring us back to Himself.
It is simple, yet inscrutable; beyond the ability for the human
mind and heart to fully grasp. Yet nothing is impossible with
God, through His outpouring of grace, great love and provision.
This is the Jesus we seek to introduce to all who enter the doors
at FBYC whether it be for retreats, rallies, events, sacramental
preparation, formation, times of worship and adoration, or
vocational discernment. With you, we are grateful for this
generous gift as we celebrate the hope of Advent, seeking light
in the darkness, and awaiting the celebration of the joyous love
of Jesus’ birth.
We thank each one of you for your past support and
well wishes; and are grateful that you have chosen to be a
part of the FBYC family throughout. We ask each one of you,
our prayer patrons, benefactors, volunteers, friends, family and
new supporters of the Fr. Bernard Youth Center to prayerfully
consider the roles that each of you have in our future as well.
We ask you to contemplate deeply, the many ways in which
you may share generously the unconditional love that you
experience as we celebrate the approaching Christmas season.
We invite you to evaluate your giving priorities for the coming
year and beyond; to include the Fr. Bernard Youth Center
among them with the help of many, the financial resources and
awareness we raise this season will allow us to continue to
robustly serve the youth, young adults, their families and
mentors throughout this Archdiocese and beyond. We are at
an exciting crossroads, with many new opportunities gracing
our future which you will be hearing about in upcoming
Newsletters, as well as outgrowing some of our present
programs. This finds us at a time where everyone’s gifts of
time, talent and treasure are most certainly needed. We thank
you for your support!
Please journey with us through these pages that
describe who we are, what we do, who we serve see how you
may fit into the Fr. Bernard Youth Center family of generosity.
We appreciate your presence! Most of all, we are grateful for
the greatest gift to us all –Emmanuel, God With Us!
Wishing you many beautiful Advent blessings from
all of us at FBYC!

My soul proclaims the
greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour
for he has looked with
favour on his lowly servant.
From this day all
generations will call me blessed:
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm,
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the
mighty from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the
help of his servant Israel
for he remembered his promise of mercy,
the promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children forever.
Luke 1:46-55

Michelle Wodtli,
Executive Co-Director: Development and Finance
The mission of the Fr. Bernard Youth Center is to provide a sacred place
for prayer and spiritual growth for youth, young adults, their families and their mentors;
rooted in the Sacraments and the Catholic Faith;
fostering lifelong discipleship through retreats and other formation programs.
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